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The February 2021 CSJ Symposium, 
Faces of Justice: Listening, Discovering, 
Transforming, opened with what proved 
to be, prophetically, a true keynote 
for what followed. David Turner, local 
activist and scholar, challenged us with 
an understanding of the difference 
between “activism and organization” 
and encouraged us to move towards the 
latter in order to bring about more lasting 
change. Along with consciousness raising 
and/or protesting social injustice, the time 
is right for strategizing and organizing 
with others to work towards effective 
and lasting systemic transformation. As 
I listened to the remaining symposium 
sessions over the next three days, I was 
thrilled to see that most of the presenters 
shared programs dedicated to systemic 
change in each of their areas of social 
justice. I suspect this is a sign not only of 
movement towards greater social maturity 
in our times but also, and specifically, for 
the LMU community.

I am grateful I belong to a Community 
of religious women who have, as their 

core mission, the service of others and a 
commitment to social justice. Over the 
years I have watched the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Orange, the Community which 
sponsors and supports the CSJ Center for 
Reconciliation and Justice at LMU, become 
increasingly committed to systemic 
change. Sometimes our attempts have 
been sincere but fumbling. Sometimes 
we have achieved some notable results, 
for example in policies related to our 
health system (Providence St. Joseph 
Health), programs for at-risk youth, 
action for immigration and against human 
trafficking, to name a few areas where the 
Community’s skills and resources are best 
suited. Providing the endowment for the 
CSJ Center on campus is a result of the 
Community’s desire to support systemic 
change at LMU and we at the Center are 
proud to be part of that collaboration. 
I understand it is a journey on which we 
are all just beginning and there may be 
many stumbles and side roads taken 
along the way, but it is certainly a journey 
worth taking, as David Turner and our 

symposium presenters reminded us.    
The ideas above can be seen in the 

context of ongoing Catholic thought as 
Pope Pius IX declared Joseph “Patron 
of the Catholic Church;” Pius XII, “Patron 
of Workers;” and in a recent encyclical, 
Patris Corde, Pope Francis named Joseph 
“Guardian of the Church,” and declared  
this the Year of Joseph. In giving us 
a model and protector for the modern 
Church, Pope Francis identifies Joseph as 
“the figure of a respectful and sensitive 
man,” and noted that “to Jesus, Joseph 
was the earthly shadow of the heavenly 
Father.” He challenges us to follow that 
model of everyday, essential men and 
women who work to foster the well-being 
of the family, the neighborhood and the 
society in which they live. 

Let me share one more quote from 
the Pope’s encyclical, Patris Corde: 

“My desire is [to talk about] during 
these months of pandemic, when we 
experienced, amid the crisis, how our lives 
are woven together and sustained by 
ordinary people, people often overlooked, 
people who do not appear in newspaper 
and magazine headlines, or on the 
latest television show, yet in these very 
days are surely shaping the decisive 
events of our history. Doctors, nurses, 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Saturday, May 1  
1pm (PST) via virtual platform 
Screening of Rebel Hearts

The CSJ Center team is currently 
developing the 2021 – 2022  
calendar of events. Check 
https://academics.lmu.edu/csjcenter 
for updated information. 
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Reading the Signs of the Times:  
Listening, Discovering, Transforming
By Judith Royer, CSJ, Director of the CSJ Center for 
Reconciliation and Justice
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PPrraayyeerr  ttoo  SStt..  JJoosseepphh  
 
Stimulated by the Holy Spirit and conscious of the aching, gaping, 
needs of our wounded world we come to this celebration of the 
Feast of St. Joseph with the knowledge that we present our 
prayers to one who has walked his journey with his ear to the 
heart of God and the understanding of the blessings, difficulties, 
and graces of this life. 
 
Joseph, Believer in Dreams, 
You listened to God’s messenger in the midst of uncertainty. 
Help us trust our dreams that beckon us to work for greater 
justice wherever we are. 
 
Joseph, Immigrant Traveler, 
You accompanied Jesus and Mary on a perilous journey to a new 
and strange land in the midst of great danger. 
Be of strength to those in search of a place to call home that is 
free from persecution, deep poverty, and war. 
 
Joseph, the Worker, 
You sought to use your craft to support your family in stressful 
economic times and during oppressive political occupation. 
Be a source of encouragement to those who are weary with the 
loss of work, discouraged with the lack of opportunities, and 
fearful about their future and that of their families. 
 
Joseph, the Silent, 
Your quiet and unpretentious manner was not a signal of 
withdrawal from challenges or life – rather it was a sign of your 
willingness to be open to others and trusting of their journey 
with God. 
 
Guide us with your wisdom so that we may follow your footsteps 
as engaged, loving, and wise companions to all those God may 
put on our path. 
 
St. Joseph, pray for us, be with us. 
 

          MaryAnne Huepper, CSJ 

In this year’s annual CSJ symposium, one of 
the most interesting presentations I attended 
was the panel “Documenting the Faces of Social 
Justice: Communities and Archives” presented by 
Carol Wells, Marisa Ramirez and Sharon Sekhon 
and moderated by Amy Woodson-Boulton. 
The presenters spoke about archives and their 
role of preserving and documenting the faces 
of social justice in communities. The archives 
shown included posters from historical events 
that tackled issues of race, sexuality, and their 
respective social movements.

Before this presentation, I had not given much 
thought to the importance of archives and their 
role in preserving history. I had never explored 
that section of the library and wasn’t totally sure 
I even wanted to. However, after listening and 
participating in discussion with panelists, my 
interest was piqued by the eye-catching visuals 
and intriguing stories told through these posters.  

One important topic we discussed was the 
role of archives in political activism. This opened 
up a discussion on how archives that include 
inaccurate or harmful portrayals of marginalized 
groups or advertised hate groups should be 
handled within archival facilities. On one hand, 
they are a part of history that it is important 
to acknowledge, but they are also incredibly 
dangerous tools that could fuel misinformation 
and hate if put into the wrong hands. I personally 
believe that preserving and showing these 
archives in a respectful and careful manner, 
regardless of material, is incredibly important in 
order to educate and inform the population and 
avoid repeating past mistakes. 

Looking at these posters was like looking at 
a snapshot in history of these various groups and 
what they were facing in the world. The archives 
preserve the unique identity of their communities 
and continue to serve as an immersive educational 
tool for others to learn from. 

storekeepers and supermarket workers, 
cleaning personnel, caregivers, transport 
workers, men and women working to 
provide essential services and public 
safety, volunteers, men and women 
religious, and so very many others. They 
understand that no one is saved alone…” 

This 13-page Papal letter is a call to 

both everyday duty and social concern 
for all people, to create a society of 
brothers and sisters. I pray that in this 
Year of Joseph we may find in him a 
model and guide as we carry on today 
the work of caring for and uniting the 
human family. 

Watch for announcements from the 

Center about “Year of Joseph” events 
currently being planned in collaboration 
with several of the LMU Mission 
and Ministry centers and institutes.  
Stay updated at www.academics.lmu.edu/
csjcenter/.
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